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JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER!

Each gift matters in the fight against cancer. By supporting our disruptive, 
multidisciplinary programs, you will help change the face of cancer treatment 
and significantly benefit the lives of those battling cancer today. Simply fill out 
the enclosed envelope to donate to the Ellison Institute Research Foundation or 
visit our website now! 

www.eirf.org/donors 

Contact Katrina Barron at (626) 319-3534 or kbarron@eirf.org 
for more information.

Reimagining medicine, transforming lives.
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Doctor’s Notes

CARRY THE ELLISON INSTITUTE 
WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO!

Visit our Foundation Store to 
choose from a selection of 
merchandise emblazoned with 
the Ellison Institute logo and our 
icon, including jackets, hats, 
accessories, drinkware and more. 
Proceeds from your 
purchase directly 
support the Ellison 
Institute Research 
Foundation. 

Visit the store today at  
eirf-store.square.site.

REBELS REVIEW IS GOING DIGITAL!

In the coming months, our bi-
annual newsletter is making the 
transition from print to digital. 
Make sure you stay up to date 
with all of the great 
work happening at 
the Ellison Institute 
by signing up with 
your email address 
for the e-version of our newsletter 
today at eitm.org/rebelsreview.

Dear Friends,

As we continue to work on new 
endeavors abroad at our Ellison 
Institute Oxford campus, I’m  
thrilled to be able to share with you 
milestone stories from the Institute’s 
Los Angeles-based team, some of 
which have been several years in  
the making.

In September, we welcomed the 
Institute’s new Director of the Women’s 
Cancer Program, Dr. Reva Basho. 
A brilliant clinician and researcher, 
Dr. Basho’s arrival will further 
advance our ongoing breast cancer 
research, while bringing our patients 
advanced, high-quality care daily.

Since 2010, our Junior Fellows program 
has sparked a passion for STEM in 
the lives of nearly one hundred rising 
high school seniors. Now, through the 
hard work of our Education and Ellison 
Institute Research Foundation teams, 
we celebrate a new collaboration with 
the Los Angeles Unified School  
District that will help us amplify the 

impact and reach of our  
educational programming.

The Global Health Security Consortium, 
a partnership among our Institute, 
the Tony Blair Institute, Sir John Bell, 
and scientists at the University of 
Oxford, is also celebrating a milestone 
with the launch of our One Shot: 
Making Preventable Disease History 
campaign. This campaign marks 
the start of a global push to end 
preventable disease by increasing 
equity and access to vaccines, building 
on advancements made during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and creating a 
standing infrastructure to prevent 
and respond to future pandemics.

This newsletter not only highlights the 
progress our team has made over the 
last several months, but the impact 
your support has had at the Institute. 
As we continue to expand our work 
for greater impact, leveraging new 
technologies and growing our team 
and partnerships, we truly appreciate 
your support and shared commitment 
to our mission.

Respectfully, 

David B. Agus, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, 
University of Southern California
Founding Director and CEO
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for
Transformative Medicine 

Global Health Security 
Consortium Launches 
One Shot Campaign 
to Make Preventable 
Disease History

In October, the Global Health Security Consortium (GHSC) 
announced the launch of One Shot: Making Preventable 
Disease History, a new campaign that lays out a roadmap 
to combat preventable disease worldwide.

A partnership between the Ellison Institute, the Tony Blair 

Institute for Global Change, and the University of Oxford, 
GHSC is calling on the international community to provide 
the necessary resources so that the incoming generation 
of new vaccines and injectables can be made available 
to all who need them, helping save millions of lives and 
improving the economic prospects of all nations currently 
damaged by preventable disease.

The Covid-19 pandemic drove huge advancements 
in the development of life-saving vaccines and 
digital health care infrastructure, providing a unique 
opportunity for the world to have a major impact 
in the fight against preventable disease. The One 
Shot campaign builds on these advancements to do 
just that, creating a roadmap to transform global 
health infrastructure by: making vaccine distribution 
more equitable, driving a shift toward preventative 

health, and helping to prepare the world for the next pandemic. 

“One Shot is a transformative moment for human history. Covid-19 showed us 
that the rollout of adult vaccination on a global scale is possible,” said Dr. Agus. 

“One Shot will build on this momentum 
to deliver huge social and economic 
benefits. And it will unlock investment 
in digital and manufacturing 
infrastructure that will revolutionize 
healthcare delivery around the world.”

At least 10 million deaths a year are 
attributable to diseases with existing 
or forthcoming adult vaccines and 
preventable injectable therapies. 
This includes diseases such as 
dengue, human papillomavirus, 
malaria, and tuberculosis, and non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) such 
as cardiovascular and respiratory 
diseases, cancer, and diabetes. NCDs 
collectively are responsible for over 70 
percent of deaths worldwide.

“It will take a coordinated effort to launch a disease prevention program of this 
size, and we’re working to bring together the players on the global stage who 
can help make this vision a reality to save millions of lives,” said Dr. Gabriel 
Seidman, Director of Policy at the Institute.

As part of the campaign launch, GHSC published the 
first two papers in a series that lay out the roadmap and 
recommendations to deliver the One Shot vision. 

Visit eirf.org/OneShotCampaign to read both papers and  
learn more about One Shot. 

Continue to page 6

Q&A with Visiting Fellow 
Dr. Hagai Ligumsky

This fall, the Institute welcomed Visiting Fellow  
Dr. Hagai Ligumsky to the team. A medical oncologist 
visiting from Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center,  
Dr. Ligumsky specializes in gastrointestinal and 
genitourinary malignancies and conducts translational 
research to optimize cancer treatment. 

Below is a Q&A with Dr. Ligumsky discussing what brought 
him to the Institute, the work he’s focusing on while he’s 
here, and the impact he hopes it will have on patients.

What brought you to the Ellison Institute?

Precision medicine in oncology is being shaped 
these days both conceptually and technologically. 
I really wanted to be a part of this process to help 
influence the future of this field, and that’s exactly 
what we’re doing here at the Institute. The emphasis 
was to join a leading team and to be exposed to the 
clinical and investigational thinking processes of this 
special niche promoting translational research. 

Can you share a quick overview of the projects you’re 
currently working on with Dr. Agus and Dr. Jerry Lee?

I’m involved in the Institute’s Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies (ONT) pilot project, working to evaluate 
changes over time in our somatic DNA using the  

Continued from page 5long-read sequencing 
capabilities of ONT’s DNA 
sequencing technology. 
This is a pilot study that 
will help us evaluate 
the clinical use of 
this technology and 
potentially pave the way 
for a large-scale study.

We’re also working 
to leverage the 
ONT technology to 
establish point-of-
care rapid targeted 
sequencing. This will 
enable clinicians to 
sequence their patient's DNA during clinic visits and 
receive quick results that can inform clinical decisions.

As a Visiting Fellow, you’re providing important new 
perspective to our work at the Institute. Can you share 
what that process has been like for you?

Coming from another country where things are done a 
bit differently, I have the unique opportunity to evaluate 
the working procedures in each country to help optimize 
my work and impact here at the Institute. I believe my 
background as both a physician and a researcher also 
helps the team to shape the clinical relevance of the 
projects I’m involved with, promoting faster translation of 
the research to the patients.

“As we continue to expand 
our work for greater impact, 
leveraging new technologies 
and growing our team 
and partnerships, we truly 
appreciate your support 
and shared commitment 
to our mission.” 

– Dr. Agus

Dr. Hagai Ligumsky
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Institute Leverages  
Key Technologies 
to Inform Precision 
Medicine Research

Understanding biological changes across states of 
health and disease is one of the key research areas 
for the Ellison Institute. Multiple new technologies are 
helping to provide our scientists with transformative 
digital insights in this arena, giving them an important 
look into cancer biology at a cellular level.

In their drug discovery research, the Institute’s Microscopy 
Team is leveraging advanced imaging technology along 
with novel artificial intelligence approaches to visualize 
and analyze the behavior of cancer cells. This technology 
helps determine whether cancer cells are actively growing, 
dying, or in a state of growth arrest in the presence of 
new drug treatments. Powerful microscopes by Olympus-
Evident are key instruments in accomplishing this task, 
allowing scientists to image cultures of tumor cells derived 
from patient samples in three dimensions to track these 
cell interactions.

Recent acquisitions by the Institute of an additional 
Olympus-Evident confocal microscope, robotic 
automations, and a tissue slide scanner are taking the 
project even further by improving the precision and 
scale of the Institute’s drug discovery research.

“These new tools support custom high-resolution imaging 
that will lead to a better understanding of drug interactions 

Dr. Reva Basho 
Joins Institute 
as New Director 
of the Women’s 
Cancer Program

This September, the Institute 
welcomed Dr. Reva Basho 
as our new Director of the 
Women’s Cancer Program. 

As a breast medical oncologist and 
clinical investigator, Dr. Basho will 
lead the Institute’s breast cancer 
research as well as the breast medical 
oncology program at the Ellison 
Clinic at Saint John’s, our on-site 
patient care clinic in affiliation with 
Providence Saint John’s Health Center 
and Saint John’s Physician Partners. 

Her appointment marks the Institute’s 
growth in breast medical oncology 
care and a deepening commitment 
to ongoing clinical and breast cancer 
research to improve the long-term 
care of patients with breast cancer.

“We are thrilled to have Dr. Basho 
join our growing Institute team as 

both a highly skilled clinician and 
researcher,” said Dr. Agus. “We are 
committed to improving outcomes for 
patients, and the addition of Dr. Basho 
and her expertise in breast cancer will 
further help us bring our patients the 
highest quality and most cutting-edge 
care to ensure we’re fulfilling  
that commitment.”

Alongside her respected clinical 
practice, Dr. Basho brings her 
extensive experience as a clinical 
investigator. Nationally recognized, 
her research focuses on the 
development of novel therapies for 
the treatment of high-risk breast 
cancers, with specific interest in 
targeting the PI3K pathway and 
the development of novel immune 
therapies. She has served as the 
principal investigator of numerous 
clinical trials and is currently leading 
a sub-study of the National Cancer 
Institute’s ComboMATCH trial.

“I’m incredibly excited to join the 
Institute to help build a leading 
Women’s Cancer Program,” said 
Dr. Basho. “Collaborating with and 
leveraging the interdisciplinary 
work of my peers in the Institute’s 
research labs alongside our work with 
patients will help drive innovative new 
therapies and amplify the positive 
impact on our patients.”

and increased throughput of our drug discovery capacity,” 
said Dr. Seungil Kim, Staff Scientist and Microscopy 
Team Manager at the Institute. “They will be key 
instruments as we search for new insights and treatment 
breakthroughs for patients in our drug discovery projects.”

Similarly, new mass spectrometer technology is 
aiding the Institute’s Molecular Analytics Team in 
metabolomics research, uncovering deeper insights 
into the measurement of biological samples and the 
monitoring of patient response to new therapeutics. 
The comprehensive analysis of the metabolome (known 
as metabolomics), over a range of time and biological 
scales, helps measure changes triggered by a patient’s 
normal cellular processes and their response to external 
influences. This includes measurements such as how fast 
a patient metabolizes their chemotherapy therapeutic, 
to whether they’ve been exposed to environmental 
hazards that can have a long-term impact on their health. 
The Institute’s newest mass spectrometer, developed 
by Bruker, provides additional orthogonal information 
about the molecules analyzed that allows the team to 
further discriminate between different compounds.

For decades, Dr. Agus and Dr. Jonathan Katz, Institute 
Faculty and Director of Technical Operations, have used 
mass spectrometry platforms to measure markers that 
might indicate changes in the state of a patient. 

“Scientists are often faced with hard problems such 
as distinguishing between highly similar compounds 
or getting a measurable signal from difficult samples. 
In these situations, leveraging new technologies can 
greatly improve the data obtained,” said Dr. Katz. “Once 
you are able to understand the data, you can then guide 
patients to states of better health or to better understand 
the mechanisms of their disease to their benefit.” 

LAUSD Collaboration 
Helps Institute Inspire 
Next Generation of 
Scientific Leadership

The Institute announced a new collaboration with 
the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
this past June to engage local students in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics 
(STEAM) and inspire the next generation of scientific 
leadership through hands-on experiences. 

The joint effort serves to connect LAUSD students with 
curated educational programming, mentors, and state-of-
the-art equipment through the Institute’s cancer research 
facility and patient clinic in West Los Angeles.  

The collaboration kicked off with the Institute’s 2022 
Junior Fellows program, a three-week, immersive 
summer fellowship that aims to foster a passion for 
science in rising high school seniors interested in 
oncology. LAUSD student Eyael Hailmariam of Foshay 
Learning Center in South L.A. was one of eight students 
chosen to participate in the program's Summer 2022 

cohort. Through joint efforts with LAUSD, the Institute 
aims to increase the number of LAUSD students 
applying to the program and participating each year. 

“We are thrilled to join forces with LAUSD to provide local 
students with an entry point into the world of science 
that will inspire them to become the leaders that solve 
the global health challenges of tomorrow,” said Dr. 
Agus. “We’ve seen over the past two years that strong 
scientific leadership is critical to ensuring community 
health, and the Institute is committed to fostering the 
next generation of these leaders right here in L.A.”

As part of the Ellison Institute Research Foundation, 
the Junior Fellows were able to participate in hands-
on experimentation and explore the Institute’s unique 
facility, completing an investigative research project 
specially designed and led by Dr. Kian Kani, the Institute’s 
Education & Outreach Director, and meeting with 
Institute research scientists, policy team, and staff to 
learn more about their various interdisciplinary fields 
of work. Participants were also able to observe the 
intersection of STEAM in real-time by experiencing the 
original, thought-provoking artwork throughout the 
Institute by Jeff Koons, Robert Indiana, and Picasso. 

“Our district is grateful for this collaboration with the 
Ellison Institute,” said Esther Soliman, Career Technical 

Dr. Basho joins the Institute from 
Cedars-Sinai, where she served as the 
Co-Director of the Women’s Cancer 
Research Program. She received 
her undergraduate training at Rice 
University and her medical degree 
from Baylor College of Medicine. She 
completed her Internal Medicine 
residency at UCLA Medical Center 
and her Hematology and Oncology 
fellowship at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. Dr. Basho is happiest with 
her husband Chan raising their two 
children. Together, they enjoy days at 
the beach, hiking, and playing tennis.

“We are thrilled to have Dr. Basho 
join our growing Institute team 
as both a highly skilled clinician 
and researcher.”

– Dr. Agus

Continue to page 3

Education-Linked Learning Administrator at LAUSD. “We 
are excited that our students are applying for and taking 
advantage of such an outstanding opportunity over the 
summer to learn at one of the most pioneering medical 
research institutes in the country.”

In the coming months, the Institute and LAUSD plan 
to further expand their impactful collaboration. The 
Institute has already begun making donations of 
laboratory equipment and supplies to bring hands-on 
experience in STEAM to LAUSD classrooms, with plans 
to begin implementing scientific curriculum for L.A. 
schools designed by Institute faculty soon to follow.

Continued from page 2

Dr. Shannon Mumenthaler and Dr. Seungil Kim alongside 
the laser scanning confocal microscope system in the 
Microscopy Lab

Dr. Reva Basho

Dr. Jonathan Katz performing analyses on the mass 
spectrometer equipment in the Molecular Analytics Lab

LAUSD principals and program facilitators pose with Institute staff and Junior Fellows alumni

“Our district is grateful for this collaboration 
with the Ellison Institute. We are excited that our 
students are applying for and taking advantage 
of such an outstanding opportunity over the 
summer to learn at one of the most pioneering 
medical research institutes in the country.”

–  Esther Soliman,  
Career Technical Education-Linked Learning 
Administrator at LAUSD
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by Bruker, provides additional orthogonal information 
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further discriminate between different compounds.

For decades, Dr. Agus and Dr. Jonathan Katz, Institute 
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mass spectrometry platforms to measure markers that 
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“Scientists are often faced with hard problems such 
as distinguishing between highly similar compounds 
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LAUSD Collaboration 
Helps Institute Inspire 
Next Generation of 
Scientific Leadership
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the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
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As part of the Ellison Institute Research Foundation, 
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“Our district is grateful for this collaboration with the 
Ellison Institute,” said Esther Soliman, Career Technical 

Dr. Basho joins the Institute from 
Cedars-Sinai, where she served as the 
Co-Director of the Women’s Cancer 
Research Program. She received 
her undergraduate training at Rice 
University and her medical degree 
from Baylor College of Medicine. She 
completed her Internal Medicine 
residency at UCLA Medical Center 
and her Hematology and Oncology 
fellowship at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. Dr. Basho is happiest with 
her husband Chan raising their two 
children. Together, they enjoy days at 
the beach, hiking, and playing tennis.

“We are thrilled to have Dr. Basho 
join our growing Institute team 
as both a highly skilled clinician 
and researcher.”

– Dr. Agus

Continue to page 3

Education-Linked Learning Administrator at LAUSD. “We 
are excited that our students are applying for and taking 
advantage of such an outstanding opportunity over the 
summer to learn at one of the most pioneering medical 
research institutes in the country.”

In the coming months, the Institute and LAUSD plan 
to further expand their impactful collaboration. The 
Institute has already begun making donations of 
laboratory equipment and supplies to bring hands-on 
experience in STEAM to LAUSD classrooms, with plans 
to begin implementing scientific curriculum for L.A. 
schools designed by Institute faculty soon to follow.

Continued from page 2

Dr. Shannon Mumenthaler and Dr. Seungil Kim alongside 
the laser scanning confocal microscope system in the 
Microscopy Lab

Dr. Reva Basho

Dr. Jonathan Katz performing analyses on the mass 
spectrometer equipment in the Molecular Analytics Lab

LAUSD principals and program facilitators pose with Institute staff and Junior Fellows alumni

“Our district is grateful for this collaboration 
with the Ellison Institute. We are excited that our 
students are applying for and taking advantage 
of such an outstanding opportunity over the 
summer to learn at one of the most pioneering 
medical research institutes in the country.”

–  Esther Soliman,  
Career Technical Education-Linked Learning 
Administrator at LAUSD
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JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER!

Each gift matters in the fight against cancer. By supporting our disruptive, 
multidisciplinary programs, you will help change the face of cancer treatment 
and significantly benefit the lives of those battling cancer today. Simply fill out 
the enclosed envelope to donate to the Ellison Institute Research Foundation or 
visit our website now! 

www.eirf.org/donors 

Contact Katrina Barron at (626) 319-3534 or kbarron@eirf.org 
for more information.
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FROM THE DESK OF DAVID B. AGUS, M.D.
Doctor’s Notes

CARRY THE ELLISON INSTITUTE 
WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO!

Visit our Foundation Store to 
choose from a selection of 
merchandise emblazoned with 
the Ellison Institute logo and our 
icon, including jackets, hats, 
accessories, drinkware and more. 
Proceeds from your 
purchase directly 
support the Ellison 
Institute Research 
Foundation. 

Visit the store today at  
eirf-store.square.site.

REBELS REVIEW IS GOING DIGITAL!

In the coming months, our bi-
annual newsletter is making the 
transition from print to digital. 
Make sure you stay up to date 
with all of the great 
work happening at 
the Ellison Institute 
by signing up with 
your email address 
for the e-version of our newsletter 
today at eitm.org/rebelsreview.

Dear Friends,

As we continue to work on new 
endeavors abroad at our Ellison 
Institute Oxford campus, I’m  
thrilled to be able to share with you 
milestone stories from the Institute’s 
Los Angeles-based team, some of 
which have been several years in  
the making.

In September, we welcomed the 
Institute’s new Director of the Women’s 
Cancer Program, Dr. Reva Basho. 
A brilliant clinician and researcher, 
Dr. Basho’s arrival will further 
advance our ongoing breast cancer 
research, while bringing our patients 
advanced, high-quality care daily.

Since 2010, our Junior Fellows program 
has sparked a passion for STEM in 
the lives of nearly one hundred rising 
high school seniors. Now, through the 
hard work of our Education and Ellison 
Institute Research Foundation teams, 
we celebrate a new collaboration with 
the Los Angeles Unified School  
District that will help us amplify the 

impact and reach of our  
educational programming.

The Global Health Security Consortium, 
a partnership among our Institute, 
the Tony Blair Institute, Sir John Bell, 
and scientists at the University of 
Oxford, is also celebrating a milestone 
with the launch of our One Shot: 
Making Preventable Disease History 
campaign. This campaign marks 
the start of a global push to end 
preventable disease by increasing 
equity and access to vaccines, building 
on advancements made during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and creating a 
standing infrastructure to prevent 
and respond to future pandemics.

This newsletter not only highlights the 
progress our team has made over the 
last several months, but the impact 
your support has had at the Institute. 
As we continue to expand our work 
for greater impact, leveraging new 
technologies and growing our team 
and partnerships, we truly appreciate 
your support and shared commitment 
to our mission.

Respectfully, 

David B. Agus, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, 
University of Southern California
Founding Director and CEO
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for
Transformative Medicine 

Global Health Security 
Consortium Launches 
One Shot Campaign 
to Make Preventable 
Disease History

In October, the Global Health Security Consortium (GHSC) 
announced the launch of One Shot: Making Preventable 
Disease History, a new campaign that lays out a roadmap 
to combat preventable disease worldwide.

A partnership between the Ellison Institute, the Tony Blair 

Institute for Global Change, and the University of Oxford, 
GHSC is calling on the international community to provide 
the necessary resources so that the incoming generation 
of new vaccines and injectables can be made available 
to all who need them, helping save millions of lives and 
improving the economic prospects of all nations currently 
damaged by preventable disease.

The Covid-19 pandemic drove huge advancements 
in the development of life-saving vaccines and 
digital health care infrastructure, providing a unique 
opportunity for the world to have a major impact 
in the fight against preventable disease. The One 
Shot campaign builds on these advancements to do 
just that, creating a roadmap to transform global 
health infrastructure by: making vaccine distribution 
more equitable, driving a shift toward preventative 

health, and helping to prepare the world for the next pandemic. 

“One Shot is a transformative moment for human history. Covid-19 showed us 
that the rollout of adult vaccination on a global scale is possible,” said Dr. Agus. 

“One Shot will build on this momentum 
to deliver huge social and economic 
benefits. And it will unlock investment 
in digital and manufacturing 
infrastructure that will revolutionize 
healthcare delivery around the world.”

At least 10 million deaths a year are 
attributable to diseases with existing 
or forthcoming adult vaccines and 
preventable injectable therapies. 
This includes diseases such as 
dengue, human papillomavirus, 
malaria, and tuberculosis, and non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) such 
as cardiovascular and respiratory 
diseases, cancer, and diabetes. NCDs 
collectively are responsible for over 70 
percent of deaths worldwide.

“It will take a coordinated effort to launch a disease prevention program of this 
size, and we’re working to bring together the players on the global stage who 
can help make this vision a reality to save millions of lives,” said Dr. Gabriel 
Seidman, Director of Policy at the Institute.

As part of the campaign launch, GHSC published the 
first two papers in a series that lay out the roadmap and 
recommendations to deliver the One Shot vision. 

Visit eirf.org/OneShotCampaign to read both papers and  
learn more about One Shot. 

Continue to page 6

Q&A with Visiting Fellow 
Dr. Hagai Ligumsky

This fall, the Institute welcomed Visiting Fellow  
Dr. Hagai Ligumsky to the team. A medical oncologist 
visiting from Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center,  
Dr. Ligumsky specializes in gastrointestinal and 
genitourinary malignancies and conducts translational 
research to optimize cancer treatment. 

Below is a Q&A with Dr. Ligumsky discussing what brought 
him to the Institute, the work he’s focusing on while he’s 
here, and the impact he hopes it will have on patients.

What brought you to the Ellison Institute?

Precision medicine in oncology is being shaped 
these days both conceptually and technologically. 
I really wanted to be a part of this process to help 
influence the future of this field, and that’s exactly 
what we’re doing here at the Institute. The emphasis 
was to join a leading team and to be exposed to the 
clinical and investigational thinking processes of this 
special niche promoting translational research. 

Can you share a quick overview of the projects you’re 
currently working on with Dr. Agus and Dr. Jerry Lee?

I’m involved in the Institute’s Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies (ONT) pilot project, working to evaluate 
changes over time in our somatic DNA using the  

Continued from page 5long-read sequencing 
capabilities of ONT’s DNA 
sequencing technology. 
This is a pilot study that 
will help us evaluate 
the clinical use of 
this technology and 
potentially pave the way 
for a large-scale study.

We’re also working 
to leverage the 
ONT technology to 
establish point-of-
care rapid targeted 
sequencing. This will 
enable clinicians to 
sequence their patient's DNA during clinic visits and 
receive quick results that can inform clinical decisions.

As a Visiting Fellow, you’re providing important new 
perspective to our work at the Institute. Can you share 
what that process has been like for you?

Coming from another country where things are done a 
bit differently, I have the unique opportunity to evaluate 
the working procedures in each country to help optimize 
my work and impact here at the Institute. I believe my 
background as both a physician and a researcher also 
helps the team to shape the clinical relevance of the 
projects I’m involved with, promoting faster translation of 
the research to the patients.

“As we continue to expand 
our work for greater impact, 
leveraging new technologies 
and growing our team 
and partnerships, we truly 
appreciate your support 
and shared commitment 
to our mission.” 

– Dr. Agus

Dr. Hagai Ligumsky
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